ences, wage war upon the United States.

‘H erewith is presented the eighth installment of a fiction serial dealing with what
might happen should European powers, after they had settled their own differ-
; The author, one of the best fiction writers
in the cour?try. has based kis story upon a thorough understanding of military,
mw.v!f _amd internal conditions in the United States and upon a sound knowledge
o.i m;{:rar:v and economic history. The story will cause you to realize the critical
situation in which this country and you, your neighbors, and your family are placed
by the let-well-enough-alone attitude of the pacifists.

SYNOPSIS

. live the Ashby family, eonsisting
an Ashby, ewner of the Ashby Brass com-
;i.\;:-. and | wife; & danghter, Nellie, married to
ob Wendell, o navy leutenant, snd Jim Ashby,
s son, engaged to Agnea Ware. Nathan Ashhy
iz the archetype of pacifist, deal to the warnings
ol the imminence of danger 1o America, and his
dedlness in this respect is shared by his son.
hey are impatient with Baob's refusal to resigm
frem service and take n more lucrative joh with a
buniness concern. In the Ashby worls there are
chemiats, Ingouf and Enloe, experta
Their night work and the discovery
ary Lomb ia the hrass works aronse
Gne While driving down a lonely
m they discover the two chemists
s ahead of them. Thinking they are
the chemists hurl bombs hack at
A revolver battle epsues. Ingouf is
me of his own bombe, hut Enlos cacapes.
Jarrett of the U Scont Cruiser Salem
e of orders to proceed 1o MHaiti
ol the government's rr;'..-f'rtr.l.lll'\'”
rteamed eant in the north Atlantic and
tered the fleet of the (ormer European
. The foreign feet firew on the Salem-—a
» act of war—and a one-sided battle re-
he sinking of one of the enemy’s lirgest
n ol the Salem. but nor before the
nd clazs al ships comprising the Aeet and
that they had fired the BGrst shot have
wirelesae(] back to Washington
+ Wendell is notified to report at Newport
£, d ter hidding farewell to Nellie he s
inecago by Jim. Alter Bob is gone Jim
larn map ol paper found on the
uf wlhich revealed the fact that
spica who had received
¢ at the culbreak of war
Marlatt, Insurance
ot envelope 10 mind, Bob
butlding Tt is s rendezvous of the Prince
pies and Bob, after an encounter, ia
ked senscless hen he awakes he finds
impell in a residence. Simuliting unconscious-
mes his guard and finds 1n another
f men and women spies
insurance solicitations
y of the enemy's
o invigible ink. He notiber
, and by tracing the call
y's oftice Sibert Is able
* to Jim's rescue, A
zton's debutantes and
rs Jim and nearly
n wlen the house
Sibert's men, attempt tn burn
and the papers therein, The girl
crashing glaxe and ane aof the apies
rest are lalien prisoners Sibert's
hat remnants of the sples’ instruc-
rotn the @ 1% 0f the house.
back to Elgin news that war has
the president has called
i men, 15 abroad. There
- but so many
ects of the
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¢ of the sples,

who fear tl n will not
. that the is rapidly
bis offcers. A terrible state of

ists throughout the Unlted
¢ had promised Agnes never
cr he ia going to enlist, and phe
:+ him mever to speak or look at
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I3l got ber out of the erowd and started

te go further with Zer, but she would
not have hlm. e turned away from her
through the tumult of the
The nolse
anid cheering were as loud ns before—louder, if
enything ; and a band swas parading somewhere
blaripg " 'I'be Star Bapuer.,” But
pow to Jim there was a hollownpess in that
nolse—a hollowness of a natlon at war and
pnready : o nation in which, before the advance
enemy, one gtnte eried to all the others
for help and, ut the same morment, denied the
right of other stutes to ask for aid; a nation
throughout which were millions of men and
women who by bleod and by beliefs and in-
etinets must be one with the soldiers of the
n nntlon ralsing reziments for Its de-
fepse in which no man conld be certain of the
who might he beside him in battle; a

and went
street townrd his futher's factory,

Spungled

of the

enemy |

comrade

nation which, oblized now to do a year's task
iy a dny, could not yet fully understand that
the day had come!

The smoke was streaming from the chimney
of the Ashby factory, and Jim could see, as be
neared the shops, that work was geing on; but
g2 he entered the door he beard his father's
voics ropring o violeot, vituperation. ‘T'wo
men in plain elothes, but displaying special

deputy’s stars, and a man in police valform

were drogging Nathan Ashby from his office.

“ Orders!" the policeman told Jim when for
an instant Nathan Ashby was quiet. " Orders
from Chicngo, as I've tried to explain to him,
sir.  There's hell to pay there, sir! Therell
be martial law by night if the riots keep up.
Thes*ve arrested a lot of men—one of them
named Homan, who had a good deal to do with
your father yesterday afternoon. Orders are
to arrest and hold for examination every one
Homan saw, =0 we're dolng it. That's all
there is to it, and you nor no one can do any-
thing different about it till we get different
orders from Chicago ™

Jim went with his father to the police sta-
tion, where the cells glready were full of men
nnd boys taken that morning; the police, hook-
ing Nathan Ashby under the charge of conspir-
ney ngningt the safety of the state, thrust him
with two others inta a eell. Jim, ahle to do
nothing then, went back to the factors. Smoke
was stlll coming from the chimner, but all
work Inside was stopped and the workmen
were leaving the bullding

" What's the matter?” Jim demanded of
I'raxton, the superintendent.

“Look at these!” Drayton cried, shoving at
Jim a sheaf of telegrams, * They've been com-
ing in all morning as fait as the wires could
enrry them-—and some by telephona, too. Can-
cellations—all concellations! We'd almoast
cleared the hoards, you know, to start work on
the snutomobile parts for Detroit ; that was can-
celed at O o'clock ; and everything else we're
workiog on has followed. The country's par-
alyzed, T tell you., Ther're shutting down
everyithing everywhere. ‘That's some of the
trouble In Chieago, T understand; thes're turn-
ing off peaple by the tens of thousands there
and everywhere. And stocks! Tord, they
neser dared open the exchanges: but the
banks " Drayton stopped helplessly. “ O,
it's hell's loose—hell's lacse, and it's only
begun to go aronnd ! "

Jim went on dizzily ints his office
phone was ringing and he answered it

“Private James Ashby?’ he repeated, sur-
prised at first. * Yes; that's me. Are you the
eaptain—0, Connor, you're epenking for him?
I understand."

His tele-

Yes, yes

He hong up the receiver and crossed jnte
his father's room, where Drayton wns at the
desk replylng to the calls which were coming
in and opening other telegrams.

“Things are happening, Drayton,” Jim said
“ Connor just called me to suy Elgin' rushing
two companies by first train to Chicago: I'm in
one which is to go. Coonor dide’t know
whether it's the riots in Chicago or whether
wo're to go on east. But things seem to be
happening.” .

“The sort of things which will open the
Ashby Brass works tomerrow morning,” Dray-
ton agreed. “ Look at this! The Natlonal
Arme company bas wired ns an offer to pay
for changes In our machinery and to take our
entire output for three years making Spring-
field rifle shells. Nothing but rifie shells for
three years! And the Natioual Arms com:
pany’'s o responslble concern and run by busi-
ness men who know things. God, mao, can
you be golog for three years' war?”

Jim put bls haod over the revolver fo his
pocket 7 it was Bole's revolver, which he had
kept since leaving the lhouse of the spies; he
had it now for his new doty, which was to
arrest—or to shoot down If eircumstances re-
quired—any comrade who proved to ba a
traltor as the company of volunteers moved to

phy Its part In the tremendous events upon
the natlon

For portentons things were happealng—por-
trots without parallel even in the terrible
“twelve days™ of July and Aungust, 1014,
Then the whole world—Xknowing little of the
methods apd means of modern destruetion—
wna paralyzed as to normal industry and pal-
sind to all pew enterprise exeept the awful
obsession of war; and now the world knew
thut war mennt for the invaded nation destrue-
ticn and ruin on a =cale undreamed of befare.
Also in 1014 the world knew that the powers

them the eres of the presldent and bis advisers
fallowed.

“ [What are those " the secretary of the inte-
rior fnguired.

The nid continued to lar down additional
blocks as the genernl replied. * Those are
some of the transports of the enemy, Accord-
ing to the fignres which the gencral staff fur-
nished the honsa some time ago, the number
of the first expeditionary foroe sent to attack
us was calenlated to be in excess of 250,000
men.  We have no renson to bhelleve tiwe fores
They are, of course, Jhor-

now at &fR in less,

opposed were so equal that neither nlliance
might work its will upon the other, bat now in
1917, upon the nentral exchanges of Europe,
American securitics—the * standard * socuri-
tles of a few months hefore—were obliterated
as things of value; and In America everywhere
men displayed their terrors of the future. He-
fore noon, when a moratorinm was declared ia
every state in the union, eredit had ceased to
exist. The men aod womep who had awakene]
to a morning of amezement before news office
and hulletin hoard, cranshed to the banks to
withdraw their money, hut they clamored use-
lozely In the streets and beat upon deors which
were closed and barred.  And business—except
the trade in (he supply of the barest daily
necessities and the manufacture of arms and
munitions of war—was dead. The eapitol
cried to the country for ald, " A million men
between sunrise and sunset “—the million men
who, as the country had been told to believe,
would ward off all disaster. And in that day
the country pledged to the capitel more than
three hundred thousand men, a record for vol-
uotary eplistment under any similar condl-
tlons ; and, with the million soon to he as
sured, the country enlled to the capltol pow
for the protection promised if the volunteers
came forward,

S0, in the cabinet room at tha capitol, tha
chlef of stafi—bhls nnme was Stone—who was
charged with the offering of a plan for the de-
fenso of the pntlon—and Rear Admiral Poe, in
command of the navy, faced the president and
his cabinet across a table upon which a large
map was spread. The map showed North
America and the western bulf of the North
Atlantic ocean. TUpon the coutinental section
of the chart were chalked the numbers and
location of the 300,000 men, including the mill-
tla. who already had been ralsed to reinforce
the 80,000 men of the regular army belng moh-
ilized in the enst. At the mobilizatlon polut
in each state was chalked the number of men
“ayallable™: Washington, 8,600;: Oregon,
4,000 Callfornla, 10,000; Texas, 8,000; Min-
pesota, 10,000; Michigan, 8,000 ; Tllinols, 18-
000 - Lounielanas, 5,000; Maine, 5,000: Ver
mont, 2,500: Florida, 4000; and so on
throughout the forty-cight states

“ Those figures mean of course"” the general
sald quistly, *a proportion of from three to
five nbsolutely green and untraloed men. 1o
gome siates the sltuation is aven worse. Ne-
vada has pledged men, but has had not even a
national guard organization for ten years.
However, approtimately one-third of the men
anw have rifles and uniforma; we can supply
rifles to all the rest now enlisted. Eptirely
neglecting the prublems of thelr equipment,
drill, and training, the matter of their organl-
gatlon and tramsport alone will require many
dnys."

As the chief of stalf bad been speakiog an
ald hisd been leylog down upon the sea section
of the great chart a number of small seed
ahaped blocks. As the chlef of staff gazed at

are
ovghly trained troops, completely

and disclplined, and have adequnte artillery of

arganized

all kizes and eotivels adeguate supplies of am-
munition,"

The did placed lis last block ; the chief of
staff bent closer and read the lopgitude figures

“You have placed the transports where, ac-
vording to our informnation, they were yester-
day," Stooe said; he put his band over the
blocks nnd swept them toward the American
const. * Todsy, of course, they must be 300
miles nearer.”

The president, as he gazed at the new posi-
tinn of the ships, wet hiz lips aod clinched hls
hands. The secretary of war estimated again
with his glapce the distance of the cnemy's
transports from the coanst and the distance of
the points inland upen which were marked the
nutpbers of the militin levies

“ You will explnin,'” the president directed,
“ the plan of the general slaff for the present
contingeney."”

“ That part of the plan already under the
authority of the general staf is being carried
out, a8 you see,” Stone referred to the map.
“ The const defensca are beiog mnoned to
their full eapacity ns rapidly as possible and
adequate ammunition is to be supplied as quick-
Iy ms It can be manufactured, The national
gunrds of the coast states are belog mobilized
in thelr own states and will remalo to de-
fend their own staltes until the objective of

determined. The nationsl

the enemy I=
gunrds of other states are being mobilized,
as you see, in their own states, and ns rap-
idly as possible will bo concentrated at a
geepet railroad center. The regular army is
being reformed so that each battalion at peaco
stropgth shall be the nucleus of a regiment
at war strength, forming a brigade, with the
colonel ns brigadier, the batalllon command-
ors us colopels, and corresponding promotion
of other aofficers and poncommissioned officers,
and with privates made noacommissioned
officers

= The navy should at once be concentrated
{n T.ong Island sound and the national guard
of New York, increased to war strength,
should be senut to Long island. With this done
and with the army concenirated at a point
unknown to the enemy, it will mot be feasible
tor him to make a landing south of Portland,
Me., or north of Chesapeake bay without ex-
posing himself to the doubls dinger of a naval
attack nod a land attack at the moment of
debarkation.'

“ \With the probsble result?”

“That the enemy would have to Iand fn a
wouthern state, whers he could do little mill-
tory damage and where he should be left to
roam, watched by cavelry which would de-
stroy all raflrosds in front of him until our
army, equipped from the New Epgland fac-
tories and hardenad by training, s abls to
meet him in the open field.”™

“ You mean to sacrifice the south?”

The chief of staf turned patlently to the
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stcretary of the navy. "I mean to choose mo
section of our country for asscrifice,” Btone
replied curtly. "I hops to force the enemy
to occupy & saction where, in addition to hay-
ing to transport his munitions from over the
seas, he will be obliged to bring all food for
his soldlers also—a section which ennnot be
beld by us Uf the northern Atlantie seaboard
fall, but which may be redeemed if we hold
our industrial centers. To prevent the enemy
supplsing himself from our storchouses, T ask
that measures be taken at once to prevent
foodstuffs from moviog from the west into the
seaboard states”

"And starve our civil population? The
whole proposal is infamous!™

The chinf of staff Aushed a Tittle under his
tan and his hand on ths tabls twitched
“TWhat {s your alternative proposal?™ he
questioned the secretary of the navy.

“To defend the whole senboard!™

“You mean to offer battle with the enemy
at sea?’

The eecretary of the navy hammered the
table. “Y mean to fight for the wholea na-
tion, If we loss every ship, befora T wounld
consent to cowardly locking our dreadnaughts
into & sound for the protection of one group
of states!"

The chief of staff turned from the secretary
of war to the admiral beside him.

“The superiority of tho enemy at sea—as
reported by the Salemm—is conserratively put
at twenly-two to fourteen against us, Is jt
not?" he questioned.

Poe nodded. * Conservatively—and if we
are able to mssemble all our first line ships
in time."”

“And that superforlty is absolutely do-
cinlve?' the president inquired.

*“ A superiority of 10 per cent has usnally
proved absolutely declsive, sir”

I'he secretary of the Interior rose to hia
feet 1 reecognize that this is no time for
scetional différences; but the president bas
authorized me to advise you of the claims of
the part of the country from which I come
and which has appealed to me to repressnt it
in bis couneil. The citizens of the Pacifie
const states, alarmed by activities on the
other shore of the Pacific, have become con-
vineed durlng the day that as soon as we
become involved in the eastern section Japao
means to move ageinst California as she
moved against Tsingtau when Germany was
involved. 1 bave been receiving demands
from the governors of all the far western
states, mayors of cities, and prominent indi
viduals ro urge you to send our entire force
of first line ships through the Panama canal
ut once for the protection of our western
coast

" You have just heard that the preponder-
nnee of power in the Atlantie {s in the hands
of the enemy ; at best our navy may succeed
in the Atlantic in altering the landing point
of the enemy; in the Pacific it will be de-
cisive in protecting us f{rom aggression,
Further, unless adequate pnaval protection is
furpished the western coast, the states there
will be obliged to act for their own protec-
tion. Tlat means, gentlemen, that the sest-
ern states will not send troops to the aid of
the east. The state of Texas alrcady bas
been obliged to stationm its troops om the Mex-
icam border to take the place of the regulars
now withdrawn."”

The Californinn sat dawn. The sccretary
to the president, who had entergd the room
the moment before, advanced to the head of
the council table and laid a report before the
president, and asbove It a telegram in code
with the transiation of the code words writ-
ten in pencil below the message. The presi-
dent read the telegram, jerked back, and then,
coantrolling bimself, looked along the table.

“The question ns to whether we are to
gend our fleet to the Paclfc or keep it in the
Atlantlc has been removed from the field of
our dlseussion, gentlemen. Gen, Goethals bas
fust telegraphed that the Gatun dam was de-
strored an bhour ago by a seriea of charges
of high explosives. For six months, at least,
the Panama canal is closed! "™

" Then the fieet must go around the Horn
to the Pacific!”

"Weo must offer battle =t
Atlantie!”™
" We must—"

once in the
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For a few moments, as he read over the
brief report brought him by his secretary, tha
president permitted the storm of debats to
rage about him. Then he slienced it gravely
and =aid:

" Gentlemen, the disposition of the ememy's
forces, as just mow brought to me, makes it
Imperativa that whatever action wes take
should he ordered without a moment’s further
delay; nnd in this emergeney I must agres
with the mecretary of the navy, and as so, it
seems, with the majority of you; 1 order the
fleet to sea to battle with the epemy at the
earliest poswible moment and under the most
favorable conditions for the defense of our
country | "

® &
" BATTLE ETATIONS"

A gun was going “Thunn! Thunn!"™ It
censed and opened again, firing more qulckly.
“Thunn! Thunn!™ and now, further away,
echoead different detonations, “"Lamm |
Lamm!™

*That's not saluting! ™

" Saluting? I should say not; nor practics
elther.”

“Then, what is §t?"

*“ Antlalreraft, T ghonld may.™

The =pecial from Chicago, now rnnning on
the Chesapeake and Ohlo tracks, polled into
tha statlen at Newport News, and as the of-
ficorn led the bluejackets from the onre the
firing on the river became more distinet

Bob Wendell, not having charge of & detail,
went from the station with the officers, who
were simllarly uoattached, and horrled down
tn the weter front, The estuary of ths James
river, where It widens to Hampton roads, Iay
gleaming under the warm afternoon sun. A
wind from the ocean was whipping up white
spray in the roads and the lannches and lttls
bonts in the James rolled and splashed on
their errands to and from the grim, gray bat-
tlesbips lylog away toward Norfolk,

** Anti-aircraft, all right!™

A pon was aimed almost directly upward
from the forward deck of a destroyer in the
middle of the river. A haze of powder gas
puffed from its muzzle, for the gun was firing
&s rapidly as the gunners could handle the
ammugition. * Thunn! Thuon!" the detona-
tion of the discharge thudded across the water,
and from high overhead echoed the bursting
of the shells. Big blobs of white smoke spot-
ted the sky where the shells were breaking;
thore wers more white blobs wvp there thawn
one gun could fire; another rifle must hase
come into action. Wendall, listening, heari
the moise of a second gun from down the
river, and set for 4 moment more he failed to
discern the target.

1t was only a streak when he saw it—a del-
fcate blue line barely discoverable agninst the
arure of the sky. On both sides of the streak
there wns something upon which the sunlight
glinted now and then, but which was, itself,
juvigible; these were the wings of the sacro-
plane, he knew, eomposed of the transparent
cellulose substance used in Eunrope; the
streak, painted to match the sky, was the body
af the plane—armored, undoubtedly, and
freighted with bombs The helght at which
the maclhine was fising lodicated at first that
the pilot's purpose was reconnaissance; he was
well above the smoke of the shells, bot a=
Wendell watehed, the plane suddenly swooped
downward, clreled mnd dropped again. Other
guns—ten or a ecore of them, some in ships
and others on the shore—awoke and mottled
the sky sbout the plane with bursting shells.
The machine dashed through them and
swooped still lower, and, turniog and coming
with the wind, flew at the pnary yard with
marvelons speed

“Ar. Weondell,” a voice inqulred.
Fulton and Mr. Ross?”

Wendell and his companions were In upl-
form, having made the chunge on the teain:
their orders, telegraphed to the train, wers to
A bor, in
ensign's uoiform, was addressing them, * I've
come for you,” he explaloed. *'I'm from the
Arizona: the launch is right thers, sir."

{TO BE CONTINUED]

"

report at once ahoard the Arizona.




